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Length of Time Dancing Tango

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

less then one
year.

between 1 and
2 years.

between 2 and
3 years.

between 3 and
4 years.

between 4 and
5 years.

greater then 5
years.

N
um

be
r o

f R
es

po
ns

es

Preferred Music for Teaching Beginners

Traditional "Golden Age" tango.

Post Traditional "Golden Age"
tango.
Other (non-tango or tango).
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Qualities of a Good Teacher for Beginners

1 2 3 4 5

Understood mechanics of tango.
Good communication skills.

Encouraging.
Patience.

Good dancer.
Empathetic.

Methodical and organized.
Non-judgemental.

Flexible and creative in classroom.
Danced with you during the class.

Explained the "culture" of tango.
Funny and entertaining.

Knew your name.

Average Response Value

Principles that Should be Taught to Beginners

1 2 3 4 5

Followers should not anticipate.
Posture.

Technique for walking forward.
Leaders should wait.

Technique for walking backward.
Maintaining one's axis.

Balance.
Collecting the feet.

Techniques for Leading.
Techniques for Following.
Maintaining line of dance.

Etiquette.
Timing and rhythm.

Navigation.
Open Embrace.

Pauses.
Musicality.

Hips and shoulder disassociation.
Overcome fear of close embrace.

Close Embrace (Apilado).
Contra body motion.

History of Tango.
Close Embrace (V-Shape).

Improvisation.
Vals.

Milonga (the dance).
Embellishments.

Response Average
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Elements that Should be Taught to Beginners

1 2 3 4 5

Walking forward and backward.
Walking in place (marking time).

Side steps.
Crusada.

Back ochos.
Resolution.

Walking in cross-foot system.
Check left turn.

Salida.
Forward ochos.

Eight count basic.
Ocho cortado.

Molinetes.

Response Average

Techniques for Teaching Beginners

1 2 3 4 5

Critiquing students individually.
Changing partners often.

Demonstrate slowly.
Solo walking exercises.

Having follows dance with eyes closed.
Clapping to the beat.

Follow/lead visually only.
Practice hugging each other.

Separating leaders and followers.
Having men lead men.

Having women lead men.
Having women lead women.

Having students demo in front of class.

Average Response


