SURVIVING CROWDED FESTIVAL FLOORS
Floor craft and Etiquette Tips

YIELD WHEN MERGING *®
PASS WITH CARE

NO STOPPING

* Eye contact is a good way to ask for dances. If someone avoids meeting your eyes, it’s best to ask
someone else.

* You are dancing with everyone on the floor. Skilled leaders communicate with each other through
eye contact to avoid collisions.

Like the freeway, go with the flow and merge to enter the floor or another lane ( hint: eye contact)
There are lanes--outer, inner, middle (as many as needed).

Don’t hold up traffic behind you when the rest of the dancers on the floor start to move forward.
Limit passing. Try turns and rhythmic play first.

Cut-ins and zig-zags across lanes are not safe.

Skilled leaders use corners for larger stuff. Cutting corners reduces valuable dance space.

Choose to dance in the center if your dance includes long pauses, lots of in-place figures or larger
moves like lunges.

* Choose moves appropriate to conditions. Allow other leaders room for turns in place.

* Leaders: High, wide boleos and ganchos can cause serious injury on a crowded floor.

* Follows: Keep your feet low if there are dancers near you. Practice good techniques by stepping
back with your shoe heel down.

* NEVER BACKSTEP backwards into the line of dance. Rotate and move your back step with the
flow of the floor counter-clockwise, making sure you know the space is empty.

* Tangueros love the music. Loud or long conversations on the floor are not well received.

* At the Cortina (the non-dance musical interlude between sets of 3 or 4 songs), thank and accompany
your partner off the floor, or negotiate to stay together.

* Although the cortina is a customary partner-changing opportunity, it is appropriate to leave the floor
after one song, or even in the middle of a song, if you are sufficiently uncomfortable with your
partner’s dancing or other behavior. Saying “thank you” to your dance partner is a coded way of
saying, “I want to stop dancing.” Use other phrases of gratitude if you want to keep dancing.
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